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RE Preferred Alternabve for Operable Urut 3 

To Whom It May Concern 

The City of Westrmnster has remewed the Proposed Plan for the off-site 
areas associated wrth the Rocky Flats Enwonmental Technology Site 
known as Operable Umt 3 (OU3) l h s  letter provldes Westrmnster's 
comments on the preferred alternabves outhed m the plan 

Westrmnster feels it is premature to come to a fuzal declsion and closure 
on tlus area It 1s our behef that the possibhty re- for 
contarmnabon to move off-site d m g  the cleanup process w~tlun the 
site boundanes We suggest that tIus process be held open or allowed 
to be re-wited at some pomt m the future, after all cleanup IS done It 
makes sense to us that cleanup declsions be made startmg wrth the 
worst areas and then movmg outward to ensure that the overall 
cleanup IS most effecbve 

An lmportant part of the enbe cleanup process is estabhhmg the 
standards by whch the decisions are made The U S  Envlronmental 
Protechon Agency (EPA) is m the process of estabhhmg a nabonwde 
so& standard Smce the OU3 areas are entnely separated from the 
plant site, we would urge the apphcabon of the new final standard to 
the OU3 evaluabon process to remforce to the pubhc that the declsions 
are appropriate The f d  OU3 Record of Declsion (ROD) would have 
to be delayed m order to accommodate h s  request An alternabve 
would be to spec@ m the ROD that there should be a review of the 
OU3 fmdmgs based on the new standard when it IS promulgated by 
EPA 

In regards to Standley Lake, it IS our opmon that the samphg of the 
reservou was not done adequately to truly characterue the potenbal 
effects of the radiologcal contamants whch have been deposited 
there There are stdl unanswered quesbons as to the quanbty of 
Plutoruum or Urmum constrtuents whch may be released mto the 
water column durmg periods of oxygen deficiency at the bottom of the 
reservolr These periods can occur twice per year m Standley Lake and 
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can be quite severe, both m oxygen levels and durahon The reduchon 
of other metals back mto the water column from the sedments has 
already been well documented S d a r  problems m Pond C-2 have 
been discussed m pubhc meebngs at various hmes ~fl the past 

The City of Westrmnster appreciates the opporturuty to review and 
comment on the proposed plan 

Smcerely, 

Tom SettIe 
Water Qualxty Coordmator 

cc Mayor and City Councdlors 
Bdl Christopher, City Manager 
Ron Hellbusch, Pubhc Works and Uthbes Dnector 
Mary Harlow, Lab Analyst 


